
 

 

JOHNSON CONSERVATION COMMISSION   FEBRUARY 17, 2015   6:30 PM AT THE LIBRARY 
 

Present: Lois Frey, Sue Lovering, Eric Nuse, Noel Dodge, Ann Marie Bahr, Louise von Weise 
Absent: Carley Coolidge 
 
No additions to the agenda. The January Minutes were approved. 
 
WINTER CARNIVAL 
  We will meet at 12:45 PM at Journey’s End to lead the Snowshoe Trek at 1:00. Eric has extra 
snowshoes and Sue can bring a pair. Lois spoke with Steve Smith about moving the snow on 
the side of Plot Rd. to provide parking. Eric, Noel, Sue, Louise, and Ann Marie will be there. 
 
JOURNEY’S END 
  Lois, Noel, Eric, Sue, and Ann Marie met at Journey’s end on a particularly frigid February 7 
to mark the trail that we’ll use for the Winter Carnival Trek. It’s marked with purple flagging 
and follows a path along the brook to the boundary of the property. 
  The word from Lydia Menendez is that the grant is in place and the paperwork is being 
finalized with the VYCC for the summer’s trail work. Eric has sent a letter to the VRC 
entailing Glenn Callaghan’s permission to cross a corner of his land with the trail. 
  Eric spoke with Cal Stanton at Laraway about building a kiosk. They have milled some pine 
for the purpose and can potentially build kiosks for Journey’s End, Prindle, and Gomo. 
 
KIOSK 
  Susan Bulmer, from Forests, Parks, and Recreation, will be in touch regarding plans for a 
kiosk. We think 4X6 feet with a cedar shake, pitched roof ought to do the job. 
 
TRACKING SURVEY 
  Nothing is happening yet. Eric will be in touch with Jens Hilke regarding prioritization of 
survey areas. 
  There has been no interest from the public about tracking; we need to get their attention. 
 
‘MARCH GLADNESS’ SUNDAY PRESENTATIONS 
  We’ll revive our winter Sunday afternoon presentation series with a set of three irresistible 
programs from Sue, Eric, and Noel: The first will be a tale of Excessive Landscaping, or a 30 
year evolution of a cornfield to a garden, on March 15. On March 22, it’ll be (Excessive) Sub-
Zero Camping and Other Crazy Things. (Excessive) Bobcats in the Back Yard will air on March 
29. Perhaps it should have been ‘March Excess’? They’ll all take place at the Library at 2:00. 
Noel, Eric, and Sue will send Lois introductory write-ups so she can publicize them. 
 
BEARD’S SWIMMING HOLE 
  The Conservation Commission (in the person of Lois) wrote a letter of support for the grant 
that has been written for the conservation of Beard’s swimming hole. 
 
AN IDEA FOR THE FUTURE? 
  Eric suggested that we might host a summit of area Conservation Commissions in order to 
discuss projects and benefit by cooperation. It was thought that Kim Cormier, of Lamoille 
County Conservation District, might coordinate it. Lois will check with LCPC and Eric will 
check with Kim at LCCD.  
 
 



 

 

 
MARCH MEETING 
  Ann Marie will pursue her idea of a reading group and we will discuss it at the next meeting. 
It was suggested that Cynthia Hennard might be a good person to talk to about it. 
   
 
  
MISC: 
 ~ I offer a huge apology to Louise for consistently spelling her name wrong. It’s been 
corrected. 
~Three cheers for Valentine’s Day! Louise and Ann Marie brought in their leftover chocolates. 
Godiva, no less. 
 ~There will be two more Lamoille Paddler’s Trail informational meetings in Milton and 
Hardwick, in March. They’ll have a website, too.  
 ~Is it me or is Eric doing a pile of work these days? We should get him some chocolate 
covered squirrel balls or some other delectable. 
 ~Vermont has more per capita Peace Corps members than any other state. Somehow, that’s 
not surprising. 
 
Adjourned at 8:10 PM. Next meeting is on March 17, 2015, at the Library at 6:30 PM 
Submitted by Sue Lovering, Secretary 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


