
 

 

JOHNSON CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 

JUNE 11, 2019 
 

Present: Lois Frey, Sue Lovering, Dean Locke, Noel Dodge, Jared Jasinski, Denise Krause, Jackie 
Stanton 
Absent: Eric Nuse, Hillary Emick 
The May minutes were approved. 
 
BUDGET REPORT 
  There is $4842.88 in our account. We’ll deduct $50 for payment of AVCC dues. 

 Future spending: $1000 to brush hog at Gomo. When he brush hogged, Dave Lamel left 
parts undone that need to be addressed, so we will walk there and flag those areas, 
then advertise on FPF for a hogger. 

 $100 for nature trail at Journey’s End 

 $1500 for treatment of invasives at Beard’s and Journey’s End  
 $200 for Tuesday Night Live displays 

Ideas for future spending: 
 Jared suggested planting native fruit species at Gomo 
 Denise suggested clearing the ROW path at Prindle 

 Noel suggested sowing bee friendly plant seeds; Lois proposed a wildflower field at the 
Talc property 
  

TRAIL AT BEARD’S 
  We’ve heard nothing from Noah Pollack about the trail but a mysterious rock pile has 
appeared in the parking area.  
 
COMMUNIITY MAPPING VALUES 
  We’ll meet with Jens, Monica, and the Planning Commission on September 10 at 7:00 at the 
Municipal Building.  
 
CONSERVATION RESERVE FUND SURVEY 
  Dean reported having 56 responses to the survey, full of positive responses. Here’s how it 
breaks out: 

 Most respondents are middle aged to senior. 
 65.4% live in the town; 28.8% live in the village. 
 The majority have lived here 10-40+ years; most for over 20 years 
 70% said ‘yes’ or ‘probably’ to a tax increase for the fund. 65% would donate to it. 
 Most replied ‘very important’ to most categories, with wildlife habitat at the top of the 

list, followed by streams and rivers, trails, agriculture, wetlands, and parks and green 
spaces. 

 Not many cared about floodplain protection or urban sprawl. 
 The least favored category was hunting and fishing. 

We will hand the survey out at TNL and could canvas the lawn chair crowd there.  
 
INVASIVES CONTROL PROJECT 
Redstart Environmental has us on their schedule for August or September to spray knotweed 
and bush honeysuckle t Journey’s End and Beard’s. In preparation,  we’ll meet at Journey’s End 



 

 

to cut the knotweed on Sunday, July 14, at 9:00 in the parking area and work till we finish. The 
plan is to lay dead branches on the ground away from the water and stack the knotweed on it 
to dry. Bring a picnic and invite the public to help. A second day will probably have to be set to 
cut at Beard’s. 
 
JOURNEY’S END TRAIL 
  Lots of folks seem to lose their way on the trail at JE and the flagging seems to vanish with 
great regularity. We can fix both those things and control erosion as well by spreading a 3” or 
4” layer of woodchips on the trail. The village has some chipped trees that they’ll drop in the 
parking area for us. We can plan a work day and move it with wheelbarrows. 
 
TUESDAY NIGHT LIVE 
  It starts July 9 and runs for 8 weeks. Sue will head up organizing the CC displays, with lots of 
help. Here’s the schedule:  
  7/9  EAB   Sue 
  7/16  Bears   Dean 
  7/23  Paddler’s Trail   Eric and helpers 
  7/30  Archery  Denise 
  8/6  Skins, bones, fur  Dean and Noel 
  8/13  Fairy gardens  Sue and Denise 
  8/20  Pollinators and plants  Sue 
  8/27  Conservation Reserve Fund, Trees  Dean and Sue 
Dean will print charts and landscapes for the 27th. We can ask Jacob and Kelly Vandorn to help. 
(See what happens when you miss a meeting, Kelly and Jacob!!) 
A motion to buy printed materials such as bird ID cards, posers, and brochures for displays was 
made and passed. Sue will pursue that. 
 
   
MISC: 

 Eric Sorenson will meet with us on June 20. We’ll plan to meet up with him for lunch 
and get the lowdown on McCuin’s Island. 

          Note: Subsequent to the meeting, Eric postponed for the 20th and will reschedule. 

 There’s chainsaw work to be done at Gomo. We’ll set a date at the July meeting. 
 
 
Adjourned at 8:40. 
The next meeting will be on July 11 at the Library at 6:45. 
Please note that we will meet on the second Thursday during July and August. 
Submitted by Sue Lovering, Secretary. 


