
 

 

JOHNSON CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 
OCTOBER 8, 2019 

 
Present: Lois Frey, Sue Lovering, Noel Dodge, Dean Locke, Denise Krause, Eric Nuse, Jared 
Jasinski 
Absent: Jackie Stanton 
Guests: Jacob Vandorn, Kelly Vandorn, Walter Pomroy, Phil Yuris 
 
The August and September minutes were approved. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
  Our balance is $4792.88; a $1250 appropriation will come in this fiscal year. 
 
WE HAVE COMPANY 
  New-to-town Phil Yuris came to see what we’re all about with a thought of joining us. He has 
read some of our minutes, which gives him a hefty rise in our estimation. 
  Walter talked trails and said that he’d like to discuss the Powerhouse land in the village at 
some future date. 
 
CONSERVATION RESERVE FUND 
  Lois has the prints, which are lovely, that were donated to be sold to raise money for the CRF. 
Thanks go to Denise for arranging the contact. 
  The CRF balance is $3250. We’ve had an anonymous $500 donation and the town has 
appropriated a $250 donation from our budget.  
 
CRF DATA 
  Dean reports that 87 surveys were returned; this project is done. He’ll print the data and bring 
it to the November meeting. The big picture shows that most respondents support the fund and 
47% said they’d support a small tax increase for it. They most value saving wildlife and natural 
resources. 
 
TRAIL BUILDING AT TALC 
  Noel wants to see a map of the proposed trails before the CC makes any decision about this 
project.  
   Walter has gotten approval from the Selectboard, Trustees, Sterling Snow Riders, and 
Recreation Committee for his plan. He’ll meet with the Historical Society to ask for help with 
historical displays and signage.  
  VAST has gotten a grant to improve their trails and cut some overhanging or hazardous trees. 
 
JOURNEY’S END AND BEARD’S 
  Redstart Environmental’s spraying results looked iffy a week afterward. Redstart has assured 
us that we’ll see the effects in the spring with, hopefully, little regrowth of knotweed, 
phragmites, and bush honeysuckle. 
  The pile of knotweed on the beach at Beard’s is dead as a flat-runned-over skunk, so we need 
do nothing other than wait for the winter storms to move it. 
  There was very little trash, considering the number of people who went through this past 
summer.  



 

 

 
COMMUNITY VALUES MAPPING 
  Eric had nothing to report. It will be pursued in January. 
 
McCUIN’S ISLAND 
  Eric Sorenson sent his report: he found a specimen of Vermont’s rarest plant on our island. 
There are only 10 known such plants in Vermont. Add that to Noel’s identification of a rare 
butterfly and we have proof positive that McCuin’s is indeed a special place. It also sports a 
healthy butternut and two 20” elm trees. Eric Sorenson forwarded the report to Noah Pollack, 
who assured him that they’d leave the toilet off the island. 
  Noel will write a summary of the report and send it and a copy of Eric S’s report to the 
Selectboard.  
 
SOCIA MEDIA POLICY 
  The Selectboard is working on a social media policy and wants to know how the boards are 
involved. Lois will let them know that we have a facebook page, a page on the town website, 
and couldn’t care less about Twitter.  
   
MISC: 

 Noel will do a March Gladness session about I-Naturalist. 
 Regarding the CRF data, Dean said “I will get it out there.” We’re watching, Dean. 
 Noel tells us that deer react less to snowmobiles than hikers, skiers, or humans in 

general. 
 

Adjourned at 8:40. 
The next meeting is on Tuesday, November 12, 2019 at the library at 6:45. 
Submitted by Sue Lovering, Secretary. 


